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and glorify our Father which is in Heaven. The
time of labour here is exceeding short, the time
of reward is the longest eternity. "What is happier
than to pass from this present misery to eternal
bliss. See to it diligently that the land which
our ancestors received by the gift of God may by
celestial benediction be preserved to our descendants.
The increase of the flock is the reward of the shep-
herd, the safety of the people the praise of the
priest. Let all intemperance and injustice be pro-
hibited, all honesty and sobriety be taught, that
in every walk of life the God Christ be honoured,
and His blessed grace keep you in every part to
the praise and glory of His name for ever.

" That you may be sure this comes from us, we
have sub-sealed it with our seal.

" The blessing of God the Father in the grace
and love of Christ and in the consolation of the
Holy Spirit be with you and keep you in all good,
my lords most holy, my fathers most worthy of
honour, mindful of us for ever. Amen.""

That is a remarkable conclusion to a letter from
a deacon in France to the Archbishops and Bishops
of all England.

The following letter is written in a slightly
humbler style. It was probably written towards
the end of his life,

"To the most holy and venerable fathers theEp. 230
Bishops Alchard [Elmham, 786-811] and Tifred
[Dunwich,  798-816] Alchuin  the levite   sends
greeting.

" I pray your most pious goodness that you take
not this letter from so small a man to be pre-
sumptuous. It is in reliance on your regard that